
Our newly designed web-

page features pictures taken 

throughout Northwest 

Pennsylvania.  These arenõt 

professional photographs, 

they have been taken by us, 

our friends and relatives.  

We welcome your pictures  

of places throughout the county that feature what life in Northwest  

Pennsylvania is all about.  E-mail us your pictures and we will try to 

put the best ones up on our webpage or use them in future newslet-

ters.  

Send us Your Pictures 

New Web Page Up & Running 

We  have relaunched our webpage with a new design and all sorts of 

new content.  Included is an updated news section, links to relevant 

legal sites and a new user-friendly Contact Us section.  The e-mails 

from this section go straight to our cell phones so that we can be in 

touch with our clients even when we are not in the office.  The new 

4RAJ.com features local pictures from Erie County  to emphasize the 

local nature of our practice. So if you have legal questions regarding 

automobile accidents, family law, adoption, DUI or any other matter, 

please visit our contact page and send us your questions. And of 

course you can always call the office and speak to one of us directly 

as well 

Inside this issue:  

The Adoption Option 2  

Support Law Changes 2  

Cell Phone Ban  3  

Contingent Fees 4  

  

  

  

Rohde & Jennings  

Winter news  

Special points 

of interest:  

§ Free consults on what-

ever your legal need. 

§ Local Erie Attorneys 

helping you solve your 

legal problems 

§ Attorneys who will talk 

to you not down to you.  
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On January 12, 2010, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court issued an Order amending the Pennsylvania support guidelines. 
These changes will go into effect on May 12, 2010 and include: 

¶ New formula for computing support obligations in cases where the parties combined net monthly income exceeds 

$30,000 

¶ New formula regarding parties with shared custody arrangements 

¶ New rules regarding earning capacity when calculating a support order 

¶ New rules regarding reimbursements for medical expenses 

¶ Changes affecting the duration of spousal support/alimony pendente lite 

¶ New rules regarding the applicability of a mortgage deviation 

 

 

Child Support Changes Coming  

  

Unfortunately, all too often 

when marriages break down itôs 

the kids who suffer.  So you 

have remarried and your cur-

rent spouse is more of a parent 

to your kids than their biologi-

cal father?  The father doesnôt 

call, visit or pay child support. 

What can you do?  Your new 

spouse ends up raising your 

children and is the father in 

everything but the eyes of the 

law.  The law provides for an 

option here. While most people 

consider adoption as an option 

for new born babies, they donôt 

realize that it is also available 

for older children.  If your ex 

has pretty much abandoned his 

children and moved on you can 

have his parental rights  termi-

nated and your new spouse can 

adopt your children, legalizing 

that which has been reality for 

quite some time. 

 There are basically 

two ways to accomplish this 

goal.  Either the parent consents 

to having their rights termi-

nated or they can be involuntar-

ily terminated by the court.  

Why would a parent voluntarily 

give up their parental rights? 

Well, one reason would be no 

more child support obligations. 

If  the parentôs rights are termi-

nated and the child is adopted 

by your new spouse  there are 

no further support obligations  

for that parent.  The ñdead beat 

parentò  will sometimes agree 

just to stop having to pay child 

support. 

 If the parent does not 

contest, their rights can be in-

voluntarily terminated, based 

upon their conduct. There are 

several statutory grounds in 

Pennsylvania to involuntarily 

terminate a parentôs rights.  The 

most relevant one to this dis-

cussion is where a parent has 

had no contact with their child 

for a period of 6 months or 

more.  This can be a basis for 

terminating those individualsô 

parental rights.  So if you have 

an ex that is never in touch, not 

paying child support or fulfill-

ing any parental roll this can be 

a reason to terminate rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are looking for an adop-

tion lawyer in Erie, Pennsyl-

vania or throughout Northwest-

ern Pennsylvania, please give 

us a call to set up a free consult. 
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ñIf your ex has pretty 

much abandoned his 

children and moved on 

you can have his pa-

rental rights  termi-

nated and your new 

spouse can adopt your 

children .ó 

The Adoption Option 



The city of Erie has 
passed an ordinance against 
drivers operating a vehicle 
while using a cell phone.  
The legality of the ordinance 
is subject to some debate. 
Whether City Counsel has 
the authority to pass such 
legislation is debatable. That 
the city chief of police did not  
know the specifics of the 
ordinance following it pass-
ing is troubling.  The Chief 
was widely quoted saying 
this ordinance was a 
ósecondary offenseò. Which 
would mean you  could not 
be pulled over and ticketed 
just because you were talk-
ing on your cell phone. You 
would have to have commit-
ted another traffic offense, 
i.e. speeding, turn signal 
violation, improper lane 
change, to be ticketed under 
this ordinance.  But that is 
not the case with this ordi-
nance, it is a primary offense 
and you can be ticketed 
solely for talking or texting 
while driving within city lim-
its.  The city ordinance bans 
drivers from using a "mobile 
telephone or wireless device 
in any way, including for 
voice communication, mes-
saging, e-mailing or Internet 
activity while operating a 
motor vehicle, bicycle or 
other vehicle on any street, 
road or highway within the 
city of Erie." Drivers who 
violate the ban will be fined 
$150 to $300 for each of-
fense. Exceptions include 
hands-free use, including 
dialing without the use of 
either hand; use of a mobile 
device to call 911 for emer-
gency assistance or to report 
a traffic accident or unsafe 
driving by another motorist; 
and use of a mobile device 
while the vehicle is station-
ary and in a parking lane or 

space out of moving traffic 
lanes, and not in gear. 

 
So what does all 

this mean? If you are a 
strong advocate of bans on 
cell phone use while driving, 
this ordinance does not nec-
essarily do that.  More realis-
tically, it is an effort by City 
Counsel to do something 
while waiting for the state 
legislature to act on a state-
wide law.  There are multiple 
versions of cell phone bans 
being considered in Harris-
burg. In the meantime, cities 
throughout the state are 
passing similar ordinances 
for the same reason.  As a 
driver what are you to do 
and how are you to know 
where you can and canôt use 
a cell phone while driving. 
Until statewide action is 
taken by the state legisla-
ture, what is considered ille-
gal in Erie may be legal in 
Meadville or Pittsburgh.  . 
For a fairly comprehensive 
look at this issue on a state 
by state basis go to http://
handsfreeinfo.com . 

 

Itôs inevitable that 
there will be cell phone bans 
throughout the country in the 
very near future. Having rep-
resented a client whose 
daughter was killed by a 
truck driver who was on a 
cell phone at the time of the 
accident, we have seen first-
hand the effects of distracted 
driving.  The need for a ban 
is obvious; certainly no one 
can argue, that texting and 
driving is safe and with the 
use of hands free devices 
cell phone talking can be 
achieved with fairly little in-
convenience. So the days of 
seeing drivers with a cell 
phone in their hand and driv-
ing will soon be a thing of 

the past. 
 
If you have been 

injured in an auto accident 
where the driver of the vehi-
cle is talking on a call phone 
please feel free to give us a 
call or contact us through the 
Contact Us section of our 
web page.  

City Of  ERIE Passes Cell Phone Ban 
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